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DRAGONFLIES

Dragonflies (and Damselflies) are amongst
the biggest and most spectacular of insects.

The adults have the largest eyes of any insect and two pairs
of large wings. There are almost 6,000 species in the world.

They are placed in the biological group ‘Odonata’ which means
‘tooth jaws'. They don't actually have teeth but have powerful
jaws which they use to catch their food.

Their life

history has three

distinct stages: eqqg,
larva and adult.
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DRAGONFLY

Draqonflles are%tnong
the fastest flymg insects
in the world.!

They can move up to
10-15 metres per second
(around 36-54 km/hr) with
average cruising speed
of about 4.5 metres per
second (16 km/hr).

Dragonflies can fly
backwards, change
direction in mid-air and
hover for up to a minute.

WHY ARE THEY
IMPORTANT?
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Because much of their life is
spent in and around water,

the presence or absence of
some dragonfly species can
give us a good idea of the
quality of water. They are
therefore called bioindicators.

They are an important part
of the food chain. Eating
mosquitos and other harmful
insects but also as an
important source of food for
birds and other animals.



BUTTERFLIES

The eggs will
hatch after a few 3
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AN Caterpillars

\  feed and grow
by shedding their

skin. Once fully
grown they form

Females lay
eggs on the
plant that will
become the
caterpillar

Inside the pupa
the caterpillar
undergoes huge
changes until it
finally emerges as

BUTTERFLY a butterfly.

THE WEIRD WORLD OF BUTTERFLIES

Butterflies don't have a
mouth; instead they ‘suck’
food up with a kind of
drinking-straw-like apparatus
called a proboscis.

Butterflies taste using
their feet. When they land

on a plant sensors in their
feet can detect whether
their caterpillars will be
able to eat it.

HOW TO AVOID
BEING LUNCH

WHY ARE THEY
IMPORTANT?



WHAT DO WE JOIN THE BIG

KNOW ABOUT THE

BUTTERFLIES AND BUTTE RFLY AND
DRAGONTFLIES OF DRAG ONFL‘Y HUNT

IRAQ?

------------------------------ We are trying to find out more about Iraqg's butterflies and
A dragonflies. This will help us understand what species are
We know "e’)’ little found in Iraq. It will also help in the conservation of these
about these insect important species and provide information on the quality

groups in Iraq. of the environment in Irag.

To do this we are asking you all to become

There are 47 species of scientists and join the big hunt.

dragonfly known in Irag. Nobody
has studied the butterflies but
there are probably more than WHAT CAN YOU DO?

200 species.

Recent fieldwork in Kurdistan
has discovered 4 species of
dragonfly which had not been
found in Irag before.

There are probably many other
species not yet known in Irag or
even species new to science.

WHAT MAKES A
GOOD PHOTO?



